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Trafficking is a multi-dimensional problem encompassing a whole range
of economic, social and cultural issues, which are varied and highly
complex. Trafficking generates more money than even arms trade or
drugs trade. Trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation is one of the
worst forms of human rights violation. Adolescent girls from marginalized
tribal families are the most vulnerable. Trafficking is a contemporary
phenomenon in Manipur. It is not a part of their culture or tradition. Most of
the victims are trafficked with the promise of better jobs, marriage, better
education, and career prospects. Some are inducted forcibly through
abduction. Poverty and deprivation, secondary status accorded to women in
society, prejudice against the girl child, ethnic conflict, changing public
attitude towards sex and morality, urbanization, migration and the growing
consumerism are some of the factors that have contributed to trafficking.
Economic impoverishment provides the ideal ground for exploitation. In
our contemporary society, hundreds of women and children are trafficked
from India’s sub-Himalayan region in the name of jobs, domestic work,
film’s role or marriage.
Under India’s ‘Look East’ Policy, the North East region of India
is portrayed as a business hub of South Asia because of its geographical
location. This policy of the Government of India facilitates promising
opportunities and challenges for the future of the North East region in
particular and t h e Sub-Himalayan region in general. The North East is
also a part of the Indo-Burma Biodiversity Hot Spot accompanied by
innumerable species of flora and fauna. Undoubtedly, the North East,
particularly Manipur, would emerge as a producing and exporting region
in South Asia if the policy is properly implemented. However, it is
observed that due to its strategic geographical location in the international
border and globalization, women especially from Manipur, Nagaland and
Assam are trafficked to other countries since the past few years. Thus, the
issue of trafficking in Manipur is related to the process of globalization
and India’s Look East Policy. Rise of new media (websites) recruits
women for all sorts of jobs disguised under words like ‘escort or
recruiting agencies’. Women from Manipur are trafficked to the
neighboring Asian countries particularly Malaysia and Singapore via
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Guwahati and Kolkata as "Spices of India" by recruitment agents on the
pretext of getting these girls jobs as housemaids. The main objective of this
paper is to examine the trajectory of trafficking and the impact of
globalization on it, including the subsequent spread of HIV/AIDS. It will
also highlight the Look East Policy in the North East region and its future
impact on women.
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